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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Honda et al (US6041195). 

Regarding claims 1 and 9, Honda discloses, in figures 3 and 4, an image capture 
device comprising: 

a camera body (B0); 

a still image button (S2) disposed in a first location on the camera body; 

a video image button (S1) in a second location on the camera body, the second 
location different from the first location; and 

a unified memory (17) coupled to the still image button and the video image 
button for storing a still image or a video image, respectively, responsive to activation of 
the respective button (see col. 14, lines 15-31 ; Honda teaches that moving and still 
images can be recorded on recording medium 17). 

Regarding claim 12, Honda discloses the steps of storing the single still image 
and video in the unified memory occur concurrently without any intermediate steps (see 
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col. 12, lines 12-30; Honda teaches a shooting mode for capturing still and video 
images, respectively, where both are in a ready state). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-8 and 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Honda et al in view of Acker (US5742859). 

Regarding claim 2, Honda teaches a handheld camera capable of capturing still 
and video images. Honda does not expressly disclose a handle coupled to the main 
body of the camera. Acker reveals, in figure 2, that it is well known in the art to attach a 
handle to a video camera. Acker teaches the handle provides camera support and 
stabilization since camera control is incorporated into the handle (see col. 8, lines 26- 
48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Honda's device by including Acker's teachings. One 
would have been motivated to do so in an effort to provide user ease of operability. 

Regarding claim 3, Honda teaches the still image button and the video image 
button are disposed on the main body. Honda does not expressly disclose a handle. 
Acker discloses a video image button is disposed on a handle. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
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Honda's device by including Acker's teachings since Acker teaches the handle provides 
camera support and stabilization. 

Regarding claim 4, Honda teaches the still image button and the video image 
button are disposed on top of the main body. Honda does not expressly disclose a 
handle. Acker discloses a video image button is disposed on a forwardly facing portion 
of the handle adjacent the boundary between the main body and handle so that the 
video image button can be easily depressed by the index finger of a user when the 
handle is gripped. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Honda's device by including Acker's teachings 
since Acker teaches the handle provides camera support and stabilization. 

Regarding claim 5, Honda teaches the still image button and the video image 
button are disposed on top of the main body. Honda does not expressly disclose a 
handle. Acker discloses, in figures 1 1-13, a handle coupled to the main body at a slight, 
forwardly facing oblique angle to said main body. . It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Honda's device 
by including Acker's teachings since Acker teaches the handle provides camera support 
and stabilization. 

Regarding claim 6, Honda discloses, in figure 3, an image capture device 
comprising: 

a camera body including a main body (BO); 

a viewfinder (18) integrated into said main body; 

a still image button (S2) disposed in a first location on the camera body; 
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a video image button (S1) in a second location on the camera body; and 
a unified memory (17) coupled to the still image button and the video image 
button for storing a still image or a video image, respectively, responsive to activation of 
the respective button, wherein the still image button and the video image button are 
simultaneously active awaiting actuation (see col. 12, lines 12-30; Honda teaches a 
shooting mode for capturing still and video images, respectively, where both are in a 
ready state). 

Honda does not expressly disclose a handle coupled at a slight forwardly oblique 
angle wherein at least one of said still image button and said video image button is 
disposed on a forwardly facing portion of said handle. Acker discloses a video image 
button is disposed on a forwardly facing portion of the handle adjacent the boundary 
between the main body and handle so that the video image button can be easily 
depressed by the index finger of a user when the handle is gripped. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Honda's device by including Acker's teachings since Acker teaches the handle provides 
camera support and stabilization. 

Regarding claim 7, Honda teaches the still image button and the video image 
button are disposed on the main body. Honda does not expressly disclose a handle. 
Acker discloses a video image button is disposed on a handle. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Honda's device by including Acker's teachings since Acker teaches the handle provides 
camera support and stabilization. 
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Regarding claim 8, Honda teaches the still image button and the video image 
button are disposed on top of the main body. Honda does not expressly disclose a 
handle. Acker discloses a video image button is disposed on a forwardly facing portion 
of the handle adjacent the boundary between the main body and handle so that the 
video image button can be easily depressed by the index finger of a user when the 
handle is gripped. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Honda's device by including Acker's teachings 
since Acker teaches the handle provides camera support and stabilization. 

Regarding claim 10, see claim 2 above. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , see claim 4 above. 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hayashida et al teach an adjustably mounted camera grip. Brown 
teaches stabilizing equipment support for cameras. Ohishi et al teach a video camera 
capable of capturing still images. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rashawn N Tillery whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0627. The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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